
Metropolitanõs Message 
Beloved in the Lord, 

How often have we heard it said by 
our parents, elders, or persons in 
authority, ñWhen I grew up, this 
never would have happened.ò  It is a 
remark which intends to demonstrate 
to the listener that indeed, things are 
changing, and may be they are not 
going in the órightô way. 

And so I would also tell you that 
when I was growing up, the idea that 
a Greek Orthodox hierarch would be 
the guest preacher at the local 
Roman Catholic Cathedral was also 
something that would not have 
happened. 

How things have changed!  And I 
must confess, they have changed for 
the better. 

As Orthodox Christians, we are 
oftentimes in the position of trying to 
explain with clarity and accuracy the 
truth of the faith which we claim as 

our One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church.  And indeed, it is 
important for us to be able to give a 
ñreason for the hope that is in 
us.ò (cf. I Pet 3:15) 

At the same time, in an age which 
seeks to eliminate faith and trust in 
God, it is equally important for us to 
come together under the broader 
heading of Christians, and to 
challenge the un-belief of this age. 

The recent gathering of Orthodox 
and Catholics in Detroit surely gave 
witness to this growing desire to find 
more opportunities to make our 
shared witness and faith a visible 
reality.   

The world needs to hear usðand 
God calls us to speak at this time 
and in these places where people of 
faith gather in His name. 

With Paternal Blessings, 

+METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS 

REFLECTION 

John 14: 2-6  òIn my Father's house 

are many rooms. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you?  And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be 

also. And you know the way to 

where I am going.ó (é) òI am the 

way, and the truth, and the life.ó 
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Photo: Roman Catholic Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron welcoming His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas at the Ecumenical Vespers Service held on July 25, 2013 

ECUMENICAL VESPERS  

FOR THE FEAST OF SAI NT ANNA  



PAGE 2 THE SHEPHERDôS STAFF 

4 Parish Visitation Nativity of the Virgin Mary ChurchðPlymouth, MI 

11 Parish Visitation Sts. Constantine & Helen ChurchðWestland, MI 

14 Dormition of the Theotokos Great Vespers Assumption ChurchðGrand Blanc, MI 

15 Dormition of the Theotokos Hierarchical Divine Liturgy Assumption ChurchðSt. Clair Shores, MI 

17ð18 Wedding of Stelianos Frangopoulos and Maureen Sucher  Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas ChurchðCincinnati, OH 

25 Parish Visitation TBD 

August 

Metropolitanõs Schedule 
For calendar updates, please visit our website at: 
www.detroit.goarch.org/news/calendar 

7 Nativity of the Theotokos Great Vespers Nativity of the Virgin Mary ChurchðPlymouth, MI 

8 Nativity of the Theotokos Hierarchical Divine Liturgy Nativity of the Virgin Mary ChurchðPlymouth, MI 

9ð10 American Bible Society Meeting New York, NY 

11ð14 Holy Cross Seminary 75th Anniversary Holy Cross SeminaryðBrookline, MA 

15 Wedding of Michael Crosson and Laurie Mulary St. Nicholas ChurchðTroy, MI 

16ð19 Assembly of Bishops Meeting Chicago, IL 

20ð22 Centennial Anniversary Annunciation ChurchðLittle Rock, AR 

24ð29 Metropolis Clergy-Laity Conference Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas ChurchðCincinnati, OH 

September 

Metropolitan Nicholas at Ecumenical Vespers 
July 25, 2013 

DETROITðOn July 25, 2013, at the invitation of His 

Excellency Allen H. Vigneron, Roman Catholic Archbishop 

of Detroit, His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas attended an 

Ecumenical Vespers Service in honor of Saint Anna, the 

mother of the Theotokos, held at the Roman Catholic 

Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament in Detroit, 

Michigan. Metropolitan Nicholas delivered an inspiring 

homily entitled ñGod Still Speaksò. It can be read on: 

www.detroit.goarch.org/metropolitan-nicholas/speeches/god

-still-speaks. 

Please visit our YouTube Channel to watch a short clip from 

the homily at the following link: www.youtube.com/watch?

v=87rp3Pe1JfQ&feature=share&list=PL8ADB3D1F93BFA636 

Photos are also available on our website at this link: 

www.detroit.goarch.org/photo-gallery/2013/ecumenical-

vespers-2013 

http://www.detroit.goarch.org/news/calendar
http://detroit.goarch.org/metropolitan-nicholas/speeches/god-still-speaks
http://detroit.goarch.org/metropolitan-nicholas/speeches/god-still-speaks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87rp3Pe1JfQ&feature=share&list=PL8ADB3D1F93BFA636
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87rp3Pe1JfQ&feature=share&list=PL8ADB3D1F93BFA636
http://www.detroit.goarch.org/photo-gallery/2013/ecumenical-vespers-2013
http://www.detroit.goarch.org/photo-gallery/2013/ecumenical-vespers-2013
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With the rising statistics regarding 
bullying, many young people con-
stantly worry about fitting in. But so-
cietyôs ideal ñimageò changes by the 
minute. Who can keep up? Thank-
fully, as Christians, we have one 
image to upholdé the one that has 
been gifted to us by God! 

On August 6th, we celebrated the 
Transfiguration of our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. In the book Daily 
Vitamins for Spiritual Growth, Antho-
ny Coniaris says the following about 
the Feast of the Transfiguration: 

ñJesus was transfigured before Pe-
ter, James and John as the glory of 
His divinity flashed through His body 
and His clothing. This glory was al-
ways with Jesus. The wonder of it 
was that it was repressed. Jesus did 
not add anything to his nature at the 

Transfiguration that He did not al-
ways possess. He merely revealed 
Who He already was. He was al-
ways divine and at the Transfigura-
tion His divine glory was revealed. It 
flashed through His physical body.ñ 

Jesus Christ was transfigured and it 
revealed that which He already pos-
sessedé the glory that was within 
Him. When God created man, He 
took special care to create mankind 
in His image. We might feel pres-
sure to conform and be like the 
crowd. But truly living a Christ-
centered life can free us from those 
pressures and help us transform 
into the best Christians we can be. 
Our own personal transfiguration will 
simply reveal what God bestowed 
upon us from the beginning. 

So, this yearé be transfigured. But 
choose to be transfigured through 
the Holy Sacraments, Holy Scrip-
ture, prayers, worship, youth activi-
ties, service projects, etc. instead of 
the ever-changing standards of soci-

ety. 

Here are some questions to ponder: 

1) Is the image I portray to others 
who I really am? 

2) Is the image I portray to others 
who God really wants me to be? 

3) In what ways can I transform to 
show that I am created in the 
image of God? 

4) What things make it difficult for 
me to really transform into a 
strong Christian? 

5) If I change in positive ways, how 
will that change or affect the 
people around me? 

Youth News 
By Eva KokinosðYouth Director 

What is Image? 
Transforming v. Conforming 

Proverbs 22:6 
ñTrain up a child in the way 

he should go, and when he is 

old he will not depart from it.ò 

It's that time of year again. As Orthodox students arrive on college 
campuses, OCF is already in high gear, organizing resources and 
programs to help our students stay connected to Christ and His 
Church. On Sunday, September 15th, parishes across North 
America are invited to celebrate College Student Sunday and 
recognize the college students of their communities. 

OCF is on college campuses to make sure young adults have a 
safe and reliable 'home away from home.' Through fellowship with 
other Orthodox students and a connection to an Orthodox 
Chaplain, students come together on campus and participate in 
worship, social activities, educational conferences, such as College 
Conference, and service projects like Real Break. 

To learn more about how parishes can celebrate ñCollege Student 
Sundayò please visit www.ocf.net or email info@ocf.net. Please 
know that the parish relationship plays a crucial role in keeping 
college students connected to the Church and growing closer to 
Christ during their most formative years. 

Like us on Facebook@GOAMetropolisofDetroitYouthOffice 

OCF òCollege Student Sundayó 
September 15, 2013 

http://www.ocf.net
mailto:info@ocf.net
https://www.facebook.com/GOAMetropolisofDetroitYouthOffice
https://www.facebook.com/GOAMetropolisofDetroitYouthOffice









