
 

 



 

 



 

 

Metropolis News 

On September 1st, Holy Cross in Farmington Hills, 

Michigan welcomed their new Proistamenos, Father 

Alex Radulescu, Presbytera Silvana, and their chil-

dren, Gabriel and Zoe (with one more on the way!). 

AXIOS! 

 

 

On September 1st, Holy Trinity in Nashville, Tennessee 

welcomed their new Proistamenos, Father Peter Spiro, 

Presbytera Dana, and their children, Theodore, Elaina, 

and Steven. AXIOS! 

 

 

 

On Saturday, September 19th, His Eminence, Metropolitan 

Nicholas, ordained Father Niko Tzetzis to the Holy Priest-

hood at Sts. Constantine and Helen in Westland, Michigan. 

Father Niko will serve Holy Trinity - St. Nicholas in Cincinnati, 

Ohio. AXIOS! Also congratulations to he and Presbytera Ivey 

as they welcomed a baby boy, Tommy in July! 

 

 

His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas plans to   

ordain Deacon Bryce Vasilios Buffenbarger to the 

Holy Priesthood at where he will serve Holy Trinity 

Cathedral in Carmel, Indiana.  

AXIOS! 

 

Like many schools, Hellenic College Holy Cross is holding 

this semester virtually. The Metropolis welcomes some of 

our seminarians to the office twice a week as a place to 

study and liturgical worship and practice. Please keep in 

your prayers, our students, Spiro Morris and Zach Heller 

from Holy Cross in Farmington Hills, Michi-

gan, Michael Hostetler from Holy Trinity in 

Lansing and Alyssa Eliopoulos from Holy 

Mother Queen of All in Lexington, Kentucky, who re-

cently got engaged. Congratulations, Alyssa!  



 

 



 

 

https://www.detroit.goarch.org/camps.html
http://www.gomdsc.org
http://www.stnicholascamp.org
http://www.sttimothysummercamp.org


 

 

https://www.detroit.goarch.org/religioused.html
mailto:youth@detroit.goarch.org
https://www.detroit.goarch.org/youthsafety.html
mailto:DetroitHDF@gmail.com
https://www.detroit.goarch.org/detroithdf.html
https://www.detroit.goarch.org/detroithdf.html


 

 

  WAIT for his answers   RELAX in his presence 
 

         Fear not for I am with thee; be not dismayed for I 
am thy God” -ISAIAH 41:10  
 

Philoptochos Ladies have received many blessings in their 
lives, but our biggest blessing is the ability to assist those 
who are less fortunate. 

Every chapter in the Metropolis continues to embrace the 

mission of Philoptochos.  The hearts of our members are 

big and warm.  Despite the pandemic, the chapters 

continue to serve with fervor to help those who are less 

fortunate.  The outreach during this time has been 

phenomenal. Many chapters have organized groups to 

call parishioners, volunteers shop, cook, and run errands 

for those who are comprised, thank you notes to the First 

Responders and to the Clergy, fellowship groups use 

Zoom or Teleconferencing to keep in touch in the 

comfort of their own homes, making masks which are in 

high demand, and funding and providing lunch for 

grocery store employees and other first responders, and 

the list goes on and on.   

The Metropolis of Detroit Philoptochos Chapters reach 

out in the community is so many different ways by 

providing meals to the homeless in the Feeding the 

Hungry Initiative.  Food is the number one need, and the 

chapters continuously provide assistance and help at 

soup kitchens, and during this time, provide packaged 

meals for the safety of their patrons.  The chapters have 

also embraced the National Philoptochos Operation 

Classroom Initiative.  The chapters have provided school 

supplies, coats and toiletries to impoverished students 

throughout the Metropolis.   

In the spring of 2020, the Metropolis Board was busy 

planning a Facebook “No Show” fundraiser to provide 

support to Metropolis charities including the Alzheimer’s 

Association, benevolence to Metropolis Members, 

Summer Camps, Detroit Rescue Mission and many more.  

Through Social Media, the Philoptochos Board sent 

invitations to “Celebrate Women” who inspired us in our 

mission and in life.  From March 17- May 17, donations 

were received honoring and memorializing women who 

are near and dear to us.  Through chapter and individual 

donations, the fundraiser netted over $10,000.  Each 

honored and memorialized woman was beautifully 

displayed in an individual post on the Metropolis 

Philoptochos Face book Page and Instagram. 

The Metropolis of Detroit Philoptochos awarded the 

second Florence G. Stefanou Scholarship to Nina 

Katherine Heister.  Nina is the daughter of Catherine 

Stavros, and is a member of Holy Trinity/St Nicholas 

Church in Cincinnati, OH.  Nina will be attending the 

University of Louisville in the honors program majoring in 

Bio Engineering.  Congratulations Nina! 

The Metropolis of Detroit is honored and excited to be 

selected as the next site for the Children’s Medical Fund 

Luncheon on November 6, 2021 in the city of 

Indianapolis.  Many wonderful events are already being 

planned for this phenomenal National Philoptochos 

event. 

By time you receive this newsletter, the National 

Philoptochos Virtual Convention will have taken place on 

August 21 and 22.  Nearly 400 participants have 

registered, and Philoptochos ladies continue their work 

and serve others with innovative technology and social 

distancing! 

Looking forward to the time when we all can gather 

together safely.   

❖ Benevolence through Partners in 

Philanthropy -  $2,545 

❖ Covid Relief Fund - $1000 



 

 

 
Church musicians of our Metropolis have certainly missed our ministry of singing! With the COVID-19 
restrictions on church attendance and the dangers of virus spread from singing, our liturgical lives have 
drastically changed over the past six months - only one chanter, sometimes two, has been participating while 
choirs have had to remain silent. However, we realize that we’re not alone in this separation from our beloved 
stewardship to our Church. This is happening all over our Archdiocese as well as in churches and temples of all 
religious faiths, in the schools, within community choruses, and in other popular professional concert venues. 
Research is telling us that singing is one of the “spreaders” of the virus, much 
like shouting and cheering, especially where there are closely-spaced large 
groups in enclosed places over long periods of time such as happens in our 
church services. So we must be careful.  

Given that, what have we been doing for our ministry?  Our chanters have taken 
the full load of the responsibility for rendering the hymns of our services – not 
only the Orthros and Divine Liturgy on Sundays, but also for Vespers, Matins, 
Paraklesis, Heretismoi, and other services since last March. We owe them many 
thanks and kudo’s for their service, their stamina, and their dedication.  

Choir members have tried to be patient, taking advantage of time to participate 
in services via live-streaming, often “visiting” other parishes to learn from their 
practices. Some choirs have held ongoing meetings via Zoom, providing 
opportunities to keep connected as a “choir family.” We’ve also been listening to 
Orthodox and other choirs on the Internet, experiencing new hymns and even 
watching a few vocal lessons to help keep our voices in shape. Most of all, there 
has been much talking about the future and consideration of ways we may be 
able to “come back” that are safe for us as well as the congregation. 

In looking towards the future, we will await word from His Eminence, 
Metropolitan Nicholas, to learn of his guidance about the return of choirs. We foresee we may be able to sing, 
masked, in smaller groups for shorter periods of time during the Liturgy for a while, collaborating with our 
chanters to share in the presentation of the service. We’ll also have to reconsider rehearsal spaces so that we 
can physically distance and practice safely. 

In the meantime, some other exciting things have happened to increase our knowledge about coping during the 
COVID-19 crisis and planning for beyond it. As part of the Clergy-Laity Congress, the National Forum of Greek 
Orthodox Church Musicians presented a webinar for parish delegates and clergy entitled, “COVID-19 and 
Church Music in the Parish.” As National Chairman, Vicki Pappas presented information about what research 
tells us about singing and its impact on virus spread, including the implications this has for parish music 
programs. She suggested some practical ideas for the safe return of church music in the parishes – for their 
choirs, chanters, and youth music activities. This webinar took place on Wednesday afternoon, September 9th, 
as part of a series of Ministry Webinars being sponsored by the Clergy-Laity Congress. 

In addition, immediately following the Clergy-Laity Congress, the National Forum of Greek Orthodox Church 
Musicians held its 44th Annual Meeting via Zoom, and church musicians from MEFGOX participated in this virtual 
event. As part of this gathering, there were two webinars for all church musicians in the Archdiocese (clergy, 
chanters, and choir members), one a repeat of  “COVID-19 and Church Music in the Parish” on Friday, 
September 11th and a second, conducted by prominent vocal music professionals from across the Archdiocese, 
entitled “Tips and Tricks for Vocalizing During COVID-19” on Monday, September 14th. All those 
interested were welcome to participate! 

For more information about attending future webinars and the Internet links needed to participate, feel free to 
contact Vicki at pappas@ondiana.edu.  

mailto:pappas@ondiana.edu


 

 

Greetings in the Name of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

We are living in difficult and uncharted times. With COVID-19 

disrupting our normal routines, work programs and our general 

social interactions, I have faith that we will collectively work 

together to get through these challenges with the support of 

one an another and in our belief that our Lord will be beside us 

through these trials.  

 

One of the challenges we have, deals with the Pension and 

Benefits Fund for our Priests of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America. This fund provides for the health care and pensions of our clergy and 

those that are currently in retirement. This program has been underfunded for many years and 

has reached a point that significant changes need to be made to the fund for it to be able to 

provide the current level of benefits that are being received by our clergy.  Alternatives that are 

being discussed are: a. funding the current benefits and pension to the required level to meet 

current and long term benefit distribution; b. grandfather the current benefits and pension plan 

for those who are currently retired; c. establish a new pension plan for those priests that are not 

part of the current health and pension plan; d. possibly a blend of these proposals. These 

alternative options are still in review and discussion.  

 

This situation has added an additional burden to our priests who are ministering to their 

congregations during these unchartered times with limited attendance for our sacraments, limited 

services of our church and limited access to our individual parishioners and their families.  

 

I want to ask that you join me and letting our Priests know that we as a family support them, care 

about them, love them as our Spiritual Fathers. As we navigate through these difficult times and 

the discussions for the long term impact of the Health and Pension Benefits Plan that we will do 

want we can and is necessary to resolve this issue in a loving and caring manner for the Greek 

Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Patrick R. Crosson 

Vice Chairman 

Metropolis of Detroit Council  



 

 

+His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas 
  
Ann Arbor, MI - St. Nicholas  
Kotsis, Fr. Nicolaos and Presbytera Sandra 
Baldwin, James and Suzanne 
Daniels, Tony and Clevie 
Mikhail, Eva 
Yates, Margaret 
 
Binghamton, NY – Holy Trinity 
Bahlatzis, Fr. Michael and Presbytera Kimberly 
 
Bloomfield Hills, MI – St. George 
Lionas, James and Helene 
Lionas, Nicholas and Amanda 
 
Buffalo, NY – Annunciation 
Annunciation Parish 
Annunciation Philoptochos 
Christakis, Fr. Christos and Presbytera Lisa 
Rossiter, Deacon Benjamin and Diakonissa Emily 
Anas, Alex and Tina Colaizzo 
Blakeslee, Ronald and Maria 
Cervi, Brian and Lea 
Danakas, George  
Hiczewski, Peter and Michele 
Pappas, Victoria 
 
Carmel, IN - Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Holy Trinity Philoptochos 
Holy Trinity GOYA 
Hohnholt, Fr. Gregory 
Buffenbarger, Deacon Bryce and Diakonissa 
Elyse 
Andros, Cheryl 
Dallas, Christopher and Teresa 
Dunbar, Pete and Lea 
Eleftheri, Anthony and Jill 
Hostetler, Duane and Eleny 

Johnson, Ronald and Sunday 
Kostyn, Catherine 
Malandrakis, Michael and Helen 
Oberlies, Toulas 
Pappas, Leon and Andrea 
Pappas, Nick and Tracy 
Pavia, Joseph 
Payne, Martha 
Vitsas, Constantine and Sondra 
Woodruff, Jim and Cindy 
Young, Michael and Helen 
 
Chattanooga, TN – Annunciation 
Annunciation Parish 
Ballas, Fr. Stavros and Presbytera Thea 
Bougdanos, Maria 
Campa, Pedro 
Corum, John and Betsy 
Dimopoulos, Dennis and Barbara 
Fotiadis, Nicky 
Gaitanoglou, John and Jane 
Kouris, George 
Mousourakis, John and Donna 
Pagnani, Anthony and Irene 
Simpson, Joseph and Jillian 
Tolbert, John and Janice 
Tutor, Ryan and Christina 
 
Cincinnati, OH - Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas 
Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Parish 
Assaley, Lewis and Patricia 
Perdikakis, Gus and JoAnn 
Raptis, James and Maria 
 
Dayton, OH - Annunciation 
Annunciation Parish 
Gingrich, Fr. Joseph 
Abboud, Fayez and Maria 
Anton, Ted and Helen 

Bouris, Harry and Linda 
Burns, Annika 
Castleman, Maria P. 
Clarke, Steven and Constance 
Couchot, Larry E. and Christine S. 
Davell, Constantine and Phyllis 
Fote, Alex and Photini 
Hodson, Thomas 
Inempolidis, Demetrios and Dena 
Liapis, Gus H. 
Keilholz, Mark and Cynthia 
Nicholas, Joanne Renee 
Panson, George and Sherry 
Powers, Michael and Maria 
Retzios, Thomas and Angela 
Shamma, H. Nicholas and Nadine 
Stamas, Elizabeth 
Stamas, Nick and Emily 
Urse, John and Deborah 
Valassiades, John and Evanthia 
Zavakos, James and Ruthann 
Zalants, Anthony and Irene 
 
Detroit, MI - Annunciation Cathedral 
Bennert, Constance 
Lianos, William and Kim 
Politis, Dean L. 
Tavoularis, Leonidas 
Tapazoglou, Nicolaos and Christine 
 
Farmington Hills – Holy Cross 
Radulescu, Fr. Alex and Presbytera Silvana 
Holy Cross Philoptochos 
Casoglos, Thomas and Mary 
George, John and Debbie 
Liadis, John G. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Fort Wayne, IN - Holy Trinity 
Sicoe, Fr. Cosmin and Presbytera Mihaela 
Walsh, Fr. Andrew and Presbytera Sophia 
Baker, John and Konstantina 
Doublas, Gregory and Athena 
Maggos, Eleftherios and Paraskevi 
Ryman, Benjamin and Kelly 
 
Grand Blanc, MI – Assumption 
Assumption Parish 
Russell, Fr. Jarrod 
Chinonis, Dennis and Debra 
Chinonis, Linda 
Kalatzis, Athena 
Kaloydis, John and Karen 
Mersinas, George and Laura 
Stamatis, Thomas G. and Sandra L. 
Yeotis, Thomas and Magdalene 
 
Grand Rapids, MI – Holy Trinity 
Georgeson, Menas and Frosene 
Sinas, Thomas and Michelle 
 
Ithaca, NY – St. Catherine 
Bantuvanis, Ann 
Bezirganian, John 
Manos, Bill and Paulette 
 
Lansing, MI – Holy Trinity 
Holy Trinity Parish 
Holy Trinity Philoptochos 
Sietsema, Fr. Mark and Presbytera Kathy 
 
Lexington, KY - Panagia Pantovasilissa 
Panagia Pantovasilissa Parish 
Karounos, Dennis and Chrisi 
Minor, Thomas and Delores 
Sawaya, Peter and Kalliopi 
 
Louisville, KY – Assumption 
Wingenbach, Fr. Gregory 
Blackford, Charles and Patricia 
 
Memphis, TN – Annunciation 
Annunciation Philoptochos 
In Honor of Fr. Nicholas Vieron 
Kay, John and Nancy 
Semos, Vasili and Luane  
 
Muskegon, MI – Annunciation 
Sakellariou, Fr. John and Presbytera Pavlina 
Ladas, Paul and Patricia 
Micheil, Richard and Teresa 
 
Nashville, TN – Holy Trinity 
Holy Trinity Philoptochos 
Davis, Mark and Stephanie 
Gaddis, Jim and Tasoula 

 
Gore, James and Stacy 
Harman, Todd and Dawn 
Vaughn, James and Debby 
 
Nashville, TN – St. John Chrysostom 
Turner, Nicholai 
Waggoner, Michael and Kari 
 
New Buffalo, MI – Annunciation – St. Paraskevi  
Christensen, Fr. Lucas and Presbytera Stacey 
 
Plymouth, MI - Nativity of the Virgin Mary 
Nativity of the Virgin Mary Parish Council 
Marcus, Fr. Nicholas and Presbytera Liza 
Petrou, John and Anna 
Smith, Christopher J. 
Takis, Jerry and Mary 
Vardouniotis, John and Catherine 
 
Rochester, NY – Annunciation 
Gines, Maria 
 
Rochester, NY - Holy Spirit 
Stechschulte, Mark 
 
Saginaw, MI - St. Demetrios 
Cook, Fr. Timothy and Presbytera Catherine 
Bistolarides, Fr. Peter and Presbytera Peggy 
Ahejew, Petro and Sandra  
Rouman, George and Frances 
Stamas, Jim and Marsha 
Ulmer, George and Virginia 
 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI – St. George 
St. George Parish 
 
Southgate, MI - St. George  
St. George Parish 
Cook, Fr. Anthony and Presbytera Elizabeth 
Constantakis, Clarence and Lillian 
Danckaert, Seraphim and Anne 
Dionyssopoulos, Stavros and Eleni 
Kircos, Lazaros and Paula 
Kontos, John and Marika 
Minton, Barbara 
Minton, Nicholas 
Vougiouklakis, Peter and Christina 
 
Springfield, OH – Assumption 
Assumption Parish 
Lagos, James and Nike 
 
St. Clair Shores, MI - Assumption 
Varlamos, Fr. Michael and Presbytera Tina 
Stoukas, Harriet 
 
Sterling Heights, MI - St. John 
Kotsis, Andrew and Irene 

 
Kotsis, Damian and Anastasia 
Kotsis, Katherine 
Raphtis, E. Mike and Betty 
Tangalos, John and Mary 
 
Syracuse, NY – St. Sophia 
Kane, Maria 
 
Toledo, OH - Holy Trinity Cathedral  
Ioannidis, Deborah 
Photos, Thomas 
 
Traverse City, MI – Archangel Gabriel 
Archangel Gabriel Philoptochos 
Underwood, Robert and Theresa Stamos 
 
Troy, MI - St. Nicholas  
Bournias, James and Angie 
Carson, Chrysia 
In Memory of Father George Hatz 
In Memory of Presbytera Helen Hatz 
Karmanos, Peter and Danialle 
Kiousis, Olga  
Pavlou, Paris and Anna 
Veremis, Ted and Georgia 
Zotos, Gregory 
 
Vestal, NY – Annunciation 
Annunciation Philoptochos 
Bahlatzis, Fr. Michael and Presbytera Kimberly 
Yacalis, Deacon Vasili and Diakonissa Pamela 
Gianakouros, Harry and Katie  
Ivan, James and Lynda 
 
Westland, MI - Sts. Constantine and Helen 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Philoptochos 
Petrutiu, Fr. Teodor and Presbytera Roxana 
Chuey, Mark and Jean 
Lembesis, Dino and Kristine 
Stavropoulos, Peter and Marie 
 
Other Friends  
AHEPA – OMEGA Chapter #371  
Artemas, Fr. John and Presbytera Nike 
Bartz, Fr. William and Presbytera Emily 
Cox, Fr. Irenaeus and Presbytera Alexandra 
Desiree Glass 
Facebook Donations 
Mid Eastern Federation of Greek Orthodox 
Church Musicians (MEFGOX) 
 
 
 

      Thank You! 
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mailto:office@detroit.goarch.org
http://www.detroit.goarch.org
mailto:editor@detroit.goarch.org
http://www.detroit.goarch.org/subscribe.html
https://www.facebook.com/goaDetroit
https://twitter.com/MODYouthOffice
https://www.pinterest.com/detroity2am/
https://plus.google.com/+GreekOrthodoxMetropolisofDetroitTroy?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/metropolisofdetroit/videos
http://photos.detroit.goarch.org/
https://apple.news/TvknEAFiTSD6yP17ulblvQw
https://soundcloud.com/metropolisofdetroit

