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Icon of the Prodigal Son with Christ as the Forgiving Father 

 

Photograph: Sandy Cooper 

Holy Trinity Church, Carmel, IN 

     My son was dead, and is alive again;  

he was lost, and is found. 

 
-Luke 15:24- 
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Metropolitan’s 
Message 
Beloved Family in Christ, 

Halfway through the Great Fast, we can see the light of 
the Paschal glory beginning to shine on the horizon. We 
may begin to hear the beautiful hymns of the Paschal 
feast faintly drifting on a distant breeze. One cannot help 
but be moved by the beauty of the Paschal verses that we 
chant during the Orthros service on Saturday night. The 
Psalm from which these verses are taken proclaims, "Let 
God arise, and let His enemies be scattered; and let them 
who hate Him flee from before His face. As smoke 
vanishes so let them vanish away, as wax melts before the 
fire so do sinners perish from before the face of God; and 
the righteous rejoice." 

Yet just one Psalm prior to this in the Scriptures, the 
Psalmist cries out to God asking that He shine His face 
upon all peoples, that His saving power would be known 
among all nations, that all the ends of the earth would 
fear Him. Do these two Psalms contradict one another? 
Orthodox Tradition, and Scripture itself, would suggest 
that they do not. Instead these two Psalms, especially 
because they are found right next to each other, serve as 
a reminder that every piece of Scripture and Tradition 
must be read in light of the entirety of Scripture and 
Tradition. 

We cannot joyously chant "Let God arise, and let His 
enemies be scattered," without remembering that "God 
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth." (I Timothy 2:4) Furthermore, we 
must never forget that we had made ourselves enemies 
of God through our own sinfulness, and that it was not 
our own special merit that brought us into a restored 
relationship with God but His own act of reconciliation 
which saved us. (Romans 5:7-10, Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Do our hearts yearn for the salvation of all people? Jesus 
tells us that God is like the father in the parable of the 
prodigal son, He is constantly searching for His children 
who have strayed. He is always on the lookout for their 
return. The older brother however, had written off hope 
for the prodigal. Not only was he not watching for the 
homecoming of his brother, he was upset when he 
returned to the family! Are we like God, our Father, or are 
we more like the older brother from the parable?  

As we prepare to chant the triumphal Paschal verses, let 
us do so while ever remembering Christ's command to us: 
"Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you." (Matthew 5:44) 

METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS OF DETROIT 

Photo: His Eminence Serves the Divine Liturgy during GOYO Weekend 

January 28, 2018 | Holy Trinity Church, Grand Rapids, MI 
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MARCH 

13-16 Eparchial Synod Meeting Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, New York, NY 

17 Consecration of Archimandrite Nathanael Holy Trinity Cathedral, New York, NY 

18 Sunday of St. John Climacus Holy Cross Church, Farmington Hills, MI 

23-26 Chicago 

Enthronement of the New Metropolitan 

 

Chicago, IL 

28 Presanctified Liturgy Metropolis Chapel, Troy, MI 

31 Lazarus Saturday St. George Church, Southgate, MI 

   

APRIL 

1 Palm Sunday Liturgy St. John the Forerunner Church, Sterling Heights, MI 

1 Bridegroom Service Holy Trinity Church, Lansing, MI 

2 Bridegroom Service Holy Trinity Church, Grand Rapids, MI 

3 Bridegroom Service St. Nicholas Church, Troy, MI 

4 Holy Unction Sts. Constantine & Helen Church, Westland, MI 

4 Holy Unction Nativity of the Virgin Mary Church, Plymouth, MI 

5 Holy Thursday Liturgy Metropolis Chapel, Troy, MI 

5 12 Gospels Service Holy Trinity Cathedral, Toledo, OH 

6 Epitaphion Visitations Parishes in the Metro Detroit Area 

6 Lamentations Service Annunciation Cathedral, Detroit, MI 

7 Proti Anastasi Liturgy Assumption Church, Grand Blanc, MI 

7-8 Paschal Liturgy Assumption Church, St. Clair Shores, MI 

8 Agape Vespers Sts. Constantine & Helen Church, Westland, MI 

Metropolitan’s Schedule 
NOTICE: Due to his appointment as Locum Tenens of the Metropolis of Chicago, Metropolitan Nicholas’ schedule may be 

subject to change.  Please visit our website for updates: www.detroit.goarch.org/calendar. 

❖ On January 20, 2018, Dcn. Alex Radulescu was ordained 

to the Priesthood and is now assigned as an assistant 

priest at the St. Nicholas Church in Ann Arbor, MI. Dcn. 

Alex served as a lay assistant and Deacon to 

Metropolitan Nicholas beginning in September 2009. 

❖ On December 4, 2017, we welcomed Bryce Buffenbarger 

as the new Assistant to Metropolitan Nicholas.  Bryce is 

a graduate of Holy Cross School of Theology and 

Valedictorian of his Class of 2017. 

❖ Holy Trinity Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan hosted 

the Greek Orthodox Youth Olympics on January 27-28. 

Young people from all over the Metropolis of Detroit 

joined together in order to get better acquainted, have 

fun, and learn about their faith. Participants came from 

as far away as Cincinnati to take part in this, the fourth 

year of this wonderful event.  

 

❖ Memory Eternal - Fr. Charles Sarelis  

   and Presbytera Claire (Fotini) Raphael 

Metropolis News 

http://www.detroit.goarch.org/calendar
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Youth News 
BY EVA KONSTANTAKOS 

4TH ANNUAL GOYO EVENT A SUCCESS! 

Youth from various parishes in the Metropolis attended the 4th 

Annual GOYO (Greek Orthodox Youth Olympics) event hosted 

by the Holy Trinity parish in Grand Rapids, MI. The event was 

held January 27 -28, 2018. 

His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas was in attendance, along 

with Father James Berends (Holy Trinity/Grand Rapids), and 

Father Michael Manos (St. Nicholas/Troy) who offered an 

Orthodox Life reflection for the attendees. Each year, GOYO has 

a theme to guide its participants to a better understanding of 

their Orthodox Christian faith. This year’s theme was focused on 

the Holy Angels.  

In addition, GOYO always incorporates a service aspect to give 

back to the community. This year, the teams worked together to 

create fleece blankets that will be delivered to few local veterans 

for their service to our country.  

The teams were composed of a mix of youth from each 

participating parish and led by young adults from those 

parishes. Each of the teams competed in various relay games, 

dodgeball, and tug-o-war. 

After a full day of games, participants gathered at Holy 

Trinity Church for a dinner, awards ceremony, and dance.   

Before the awards, the GOYAns and parish took a moment to 

honor Christy Buck – longtime youth worker of the Holy Trinity 

Grand Rapids parish – for her 30 years of service.           

(pictured below with His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas). 

The awards were given to the top three teams overall. In 

addition, the “Ethos” award was given to one person from each 

team – voted on by their fellow teammates – recognizing their 

positive attitude and motivation.  

On Sunday, all of the participants gathered once more for a 

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with His Eminence Metropolitan 

Nicholas, and a brunch sponsored by the parish.  

Many thanks to Father James Berends, Christy Buck, Esther 

Koukios, the countless volunteers, and the entire Holy Trinity 

parish for hosting such a wonderful annual event to gather 

the youth of the Metropolis of Detroit in faith and fellowship.  

2018 Upcoming Events 
April 14 SJCOF Michigan District Finals Assumption Church, Grand Blanc, MI 

April 14 SJCOF Central District Finals Panagia Pantovasilissa Church, Lexington, KY 

April 21 SJCOF Southern District Finals Holy Trinity Church, Nashville, TN 

April 22 SJCOF Upstate NY District Finals Annunciation Church, Buffalo, NY 
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Philoptochos 
News 
BY THEONE DICKOS 

May the joy and peace of the 
Christmas season be with you 
throughout the year. On behalf of the 
Metropolis Board and Chapters, I wish 
you a year filled with an abundance 
of blessings and good health. 

2018 began with the cutting of the 

Vasilopita, the first of the nineteen 

National Commitments. All proceeds 

benefit St. Basil Academy. Luncheons, 

auctions, trays passed after the Divine 

Liturgy and a variety of other activities 

were held.  The monies raised in the 

Vasilopita celebrations are typically 

greater than those of the other 

commitments. 

On December 3, the Philoptochos 

was pleased to host its annual Name 

Day Open House and reception for 

our beloved Metropolitan Nicholas at 

the Metropolis Center. A Vespers 

Service was held on December 11 and 

Divine Liturgy on December 12 in 

commemoration of St. Spyridon to 

whom the Metropolis chapel is 

dedicated. The festive and beautifully 

decorated Metropolis home created a 

lovely ambiance for the receptions 

hosted by the Metropolis 

Philoptochos Board. 

Many Charities benefitted over the 

Christmas holiday.   

The Assumption Philoptochos of St. 

Clair Shores, Michigan adopted two 

needy families, one with four children 

and the other with six children, 

through the Children’s Hospital of 

Michigan.  The Chapter purchased 

everything on the family wish list 

including clothes, shoes, coats, 

household items, toys and electronics.  

They also collected over 140 coats for 

“One Warm Coat” from November 

through December 15. 

The Holy Trinity Philoptochos of 

Carmel, Indiana collected coats and 

toiletries for the EMBRACE Program 

at Eskenazi Hospital in Indianapolis.  

The EMBRACE Program provides 

encouragement and addresses many 

of the concerns confronting people 

with cancer. The Holy Trinity 

Philoptochos partnered with St. 

George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

and delivered the coats and toiletries 

to the Executive Director of the Pink 

Ribbon Connection which offers 

support and services to women 

affected by breast cancer. 

The Annunciation Philoptochos of 

Muskegon, Michigan created a Giving 

Tree and collected scarves, gloves 

and children’s books at Christmas.  

The items were given to the Mission 

for Area People in Muskegon Heights, 

Michigan. 

The Metropolis Board is busy 

planning fundraisers in order to fulfill 

our mission of helping others. This 

coming spring there will be a 

Facebook no-attendance Royal Tea.  

The drive will be posted on Facebook 

and will benefit the Partners in 

Philanthropy Fund and the 

Emergency Relief Fund. A “Save the 

Date” flyer will be posted explaining 

the event and how we all can 

participate. The end of the drive will 

be on May 19th the date of the royal 

wedding. More information will be 

forthcoming. 

Mark your calendars for the Spring 

Luncheon on May 4, 2019. The 

committee for the 2019 fundraiser is 

planning a special and unique event.  

The destination for the luncheon will 

take place at Lovett Hall in Greenfield 

Village and the Henry Ford History 

Complex in Dearborn, Michigan. This 

is an event that no one will want to 

miss! 

The Biennial Clergy-Laity and 

Philoptochos Convention will be July  

1-5, 2018 in Boston, Massachusetts at 

the Marriot Copley Place Hotel. We 

hope for and encourage 100% 

chapter participation.    

 

Contributions 
St. Basil Academy is the recipient of 

the following Vasilopita Celebrations 

❖ St. Nicholas - Ann Arbor, MI     $2,260 

❖ Holy Trinity-St Nicholas- Cin. OH    $2,500 

❖ Annunciation - Dayton, OH       $5,000 

❖ Assumption - St Clair Shores, MI      $1,000 

❖ St Nicholas - Troy, MI               $6,000 

❖ Holy Trinity - Carmel, IN     $2,000  

Theone Dickos 
President 

The chapel at St. Basil Academy 
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MEFGOX News 
BY VICKI PAPPAS 

MUSICAL PREPARATIONS FOR LENT  

We are approaching the 

season of the ecclesiastical 

year when choirs, clergy, and 

chanters have many 

additional responsibilities as 

they prepare the special 

hymns and prayers 

designated for the Great Lent. 

They have myriad 

responsibilities related to 

preparing the hymns: 

selecting music, printing 

copies, organizing notebooks, practicing, calling extra 

rehearsals, studying the order of services and the 

hymns’ meanings so they can be interpreted 

correctly, and coordinating with each other. All this 

occurs behind the scenes so that the services are 

seamless, beautiful, and enhance the worship of the 

parishioners.  

Two basic changes will be occurring for all the 

Sunday Divine Liturgies during Lent. First, we switch 

to the Liturgy of St. Basil on Sundays, a slower, more 

solemn presentation of the service. This calls for 

changes in the text of the prayers for the priest as 

well as musical changes for the chanters and choirs. 

Second, we will hear the hymn, O Champion Leader/

Τη Υπερμἀχω as the Kontakion for the first five 

Sundays as well as during the five Friday Salutations 

services. This triumphal hymn commemorates the 

praise to the Theotokos given by the City of 

Constantinople for being saved from the barbarian 

invasions. 

Several Lenten feast days also occur on Sundays and 

they require their own designated hymns (Apolytikia 

and Kontakia) and often processions. On the first 

Sunday of Lent (February 25th this year), we 

encounter the Sunday of Orthodoxy, celebrating the 

restoration of the icons and a dynamic reaffirmation 

of our faith. Clergy and church musicians often join 

the faithful of other Orthodox jurisdictions either at 

Liturgy or at Pan-Orthodox Vesper services in the 

evening. Halfway through Lent, on March 11th, we will 

celebrate the Feast of the Holy Cross, which includes 

not only a procession, but the special hymns, Lord, 

Save Your People/Σὠσον Κὐριε and By Your Cross/Τον  

Σταυρόν Σου. This year, we will also celebrate the Feast 

of the Annunciation (March 25th) on a Sunday. 

In addition to the Sunday liturgies, church musicians 

will be participating in other services that occur 

during Lent. Every Wednesday, there is a 

Presanctified Liturgy. And as mentioned earlier, there 

are the five Friday Salutations to the Theotokos. At 

these services, there are opportunities for youth and 

adult choirs to join the chanters and clergy in the 

singing of the hymns and responses and/or the final 

prayers. On the Saturday before Palm Sunday and 

Holy Week, young children and youth often 

participate for the Saturday of Lazarus Liturgy, where 

the special Communion hymn is “Out of the mouths 

of babes comes perfect praise.” 

This is the time of year when the work of the Mid-

Eastern Federation of Church Musicians (MEFGOX) 

becomes especially relevant to choirs and parishes. 

We offer assistance and musical and informational 

resources for choirs, chanters, and youth choirs 

during this period. Often, we offer workshops where 

content may be concerned with the theology of a 

Lenten service or hymn and/or when various musical 

versions of the special hymns are presented and 

practiced. One such workshop will occur for the 

church musicians of Detroit on February 10th, where 

some attention to good vocal techniques will be 

provided because of the demands of the extra 

services singers will engage in during Lent. 

We hope this brief explanation of changes to expect 

in our upcoming services for Great Lent is helpful to 

understanding the work of church musicians and, 

most importantly, that your worship experience is 

enhanced. We wish you a productive and meaningful 

journey through Great Lent!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icon of the Most-

Holy Theotokos and 

Christ, surrounded 

by scenes from the 

Akathist. 
(http://bit.ly/2DTsLqZ) 
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Lent - A Call to Authenticity 
BY FR. CIPRIAN STREZA 

What if this year we went deeper in our search for the meaning 

of Lent? Deeper than the various technicalities we have heard 

over the years regarding fasting, or even the guilt of not fasting. 

If we go deep enough, we find… ourselves - the ones for whom 

Christ is crucified and risen, whom God calls by name into His 

glory, free of pretense or coercion. Reflecting with a contrite 

heart on our failures and sins, we acknowledge that they are 

not a part of who we truly are. We rid ourselves of anything 

that does not belong to our authentic beauty as an image of 

God. Having this approach, we do not see Lent as a burden, but 

as an opportunity of liberation and of becoming. 

We have heard that prayer, fasting and almsgiving are the essence of Lent. What is prayer if not a constant 

communion with our Heavenly God? What is fasting if not liberation from desires, passions and selfish instincts? And 

what is almsgiving if not breaking through the shell of self in order to join the experience of others? This process of 

repentance, this change of heart, is shifting our energy from the pseudo-selves which we create in our lives towards a 

more authentic experience as sons and daughters of the Most High. 

The popular practice of “giving up” something during Lent as a sacrifice, a personal suffering undertaken in order to 

attempt to participate in Christ’s own suffering, may distract us from the true Lenten calling of continually becoming 

more authentic. Is Lent something I do for a little over forty days each year, or is it something that truly changes me? 

If we merely deny ourselves one thing, we miss the opportunity to be rid of everything that is not part of our inherent 

image of God. I can give up chocolate for lent, or I can renounce the things that prevent me from being God-like: 

pride, selfishness, sloth, attachment to food, vainglory, etc...  

Change is not an easy process. But as a mother soothes her child through growing pains, our loving Church takes us 

by the hand through this process of liberation and becoming. If we immerse ourselves into the Lenten liturgical 

rhythm, if we cleanse our sins in the Sacrament of Confession, if we lighten our bodies through fasting, and are ready 

to live an authentic Christian life, we will be amazed by the creative power of Great Lent! 

Let us be mindful of our beauty as God’s image; consider our sins, attachments, and delusions as foreign to our 

authentic being; with our eyes affixed on the Resurrection of our Lord, let us strip them away so we can present 

ourselves worthily at the Wedding Chamber of the Bridegroom.  

❖ Father Ciprian Streza is the Priest of Archangel Gabriel Church in Traverse City, Michigan. 

Photo: Akathist Service at St. George Church, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
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+His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas 

  

Ann Arbor, MI, St. Nicholas  

St. Nicholas Philoptochos 

Kotsis, Fr. Nicolaos and Presbytera Sandra 

Pliakas, Fr. Vasilios and Presbytera Kyriake 

Baldwin, James and Mary 

Daniels, Tony and Clevie 

Kales, Anthony and Joyce 

Mitropoulos-Rundus, David and Demetra 

Phan, Sem and Katherine 

Stamos, Nicholas and Helen 

Warhurst, Ron and Kalli 

Yates, Margaret 

 

Bloomfield Hills, St. George 

Honeycutt, Fr. James and Presbytera Julie 

Abell, Fr. Christopher and Presbytera Alice 

Christy, Thomas and Irene 

Iakovides, Dimitri 

Lionas, Nicholas and Amanda 

Mellas, Spyros and Kathryn 

Tsouris, Mary 

Yaksich, Moshoula 

 

Buffalo, NY, Annunciation 

Annunciation Parish 

Annunciation Philoptochos 

Annunciation Youth Council 

Christakis, Fr. Christos and Presbytera Lisa 

Bechakas, Terry and Stella 

Blakeskee, Ronald and Maria 

Brown, Constance A. 

Cervi, Brian and Vassilia 

Couvutsakis, Paul and Linda 

Hennas, Andrew and Jacqulene 

Hiczewski, Peter and Michele 

Johnidas, John and Karen 

Krestos, Thomas 

McDaniels, Joyce 

Pefanis, Angello 

Stelianou, Anna 

Tassiopulos, Emanuel and Fay 

Veanes, Angelo A. 

 

Carmel, IN, Holy Trinity  

Holy Trinity Parish 

Holy Trinity Philoptochos 

Holy Trinity Choir 

Holy Trinity GOYA 

Bartz, Fr. William and Presbytera Emily 

Christensen, Fr. Lucas and Presbytera Stacey 

Mamalis, Presbytera Janet 

Ajango Vaino and Nancy  

Andros, Cheryl 

Antoniades, Ellen 

Antonopoulos, Anthony and Gena 

Antonopoulos, Dean 

Apostolidis, Steven and Danielle 

Bagios, Jim and Marika 

Baker, Dan and Sylvia 

Boutselis, Alexander 

Brochhagen, Renee 

Calliotte, Angela 

Carlson, David and Kathleen 

Chekouras, Randy 

Christoff, William and Karen 

Dallas, Christopher and Teresa 

Dervenis, Nick and Sharon 

Dervenis, Ted and Julia 

Dickos, Dennis K. 

Dickos, Greg and Nancy 

Dickos, Theone 

Dimos, Jim and Kathy 

Dine, Robert and Diana 

Dowell, Kathryn  

Dunbar, Pete and Lea 

Eaton, Joe and Florie 

Eleftheri, Anthony and Jill 

Eleftheri, Lawrence and Beth 

Emmanoelides, Demetrios and Melinda 

Filis, Anthony 

Freudenberg, Jim and Cindy 

Gibson, Karen 

Gounaris, George and Sarina 

Gounaris, Maria S. 

Hostetler, Duane and Eleny 

Hrisomalos, Nick 

Johnson, Ronald and Sunday 

Julovich, Angelo and Christy 

Kantzavelos, Antoni and Anna 

Kingsley, Tommie and Brandie 

Kokinos, Pete and Argie 

Kollias, Stephen and Gail 

Lafter, Christopher and Antonia 

Leonard, Alice 

Lisch, Mike and Jean 

Malandrakis, Michael and Helen 

Maniakas, Constantine 

Martine, Niki 

Metzger, William and Anita 

Mudis, Wendy 

Nicholos, Sam and Dawn 

Oberlies, Toula 

Pappaioanou, George and Marjorie 

Pappas, Leon and Andrea 

Pappas, Nick and Tracy 

Pappas, Victoria 

Pasyanos, John and Liberty 

Pavia, Joseph 

Pavlakos, Elias and Maria 

Payne, Martha 

Pease, Greg and Mary 

Pease, John and Maria 

Raikos, James and Jeanette  

Reckas, Sherry 

Rowlas, Julie 

Saran, Nicholas and Yaping 

Sarris, Irene 

Sofianopoulos, Nick and Vickie 

Stefanidis, Dimitris and Paraskevi 

Theohares, Nicholas and Anne 

Vitsas, Connie and Sondra 

Vitsas, James, Jon, and Vanessa 

Waterbury, Anthony and Kristen 

Woodruff, Jim and Cindy 

Friends of the Metropolis 2017 
LIST OF DONORS JANUARY 1—DECEMBER 31 

D O N A T E  O N L I N E  

FRIENDS OF THE METROPOLIS 
W W W . D E T R O I T . G O A R C H . O R G / F R I E N D S  

http://www.detroit.goarch.org/friends.html
http://www.detroit.goarch.org/friends.html
http://www.detroit.goarch.org/friends.html
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Young, Michael and Helen 

Young, Steve and Irene 

Zeheralis, Gail 

 

Chattanooga, TN, Annunciation 

Annunciation Parish 

Annunciation Philoptochos 

Ballas, Fr. Stavros and Presbytera Thea 

Bougdanos, Maria R. 

Bundros, Tom and Lara 

Corum, John and Betsy 

Dimopoulos, Dennis and Barbara 

Etherton, Wayne and Yolanda 

Fotiadis, Nicky and Lilly 

Hopper, Richard and Chrisi 

Kazemersky, Philip and Judy 

Kouris, George 

Mastilovic, Mick 

Mena, Michael C. 

Mousourakis, John and Donna 

Simpson, Joe and Jillian 

Soufleris, Adam and Nickie 

Tolbert, John and Janice 

Zotos, Alex and Jennifer 

 

Cincinnati, OH, Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas 

Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Parish 

Emroll, Fr. Mark and Presbytera Ginny 

Assaley, Lewis and Patricia 

Pagdadis, Sotiris and Family 

Perdikakis, Gus and JoAnn 

Stringas, Emanuel 

Tzetzis, Nicolaos and Ivey 

Valen, Carol 

 

Dayton, OH, Annunciation 

Annunciation Philoptochos 

Gingrich, Fr. Joseph 

Abboud, Fayez and Maria 

Nakis, George 

Retzios, Thomas and Angela 

Valassiades, John and Evanthia 

 

Detroit, MI, Annunciation Cathedral 

Annunciation Cathedral Philoptochos 

Annunciation Cathedral Pioneers 

Manias, Fr. Georgios and Presbytera Maria 

Bennert, Constance 

Gaggos, George and Anna 

Gaggos, Jim and Mary K. 

Gaggos, Mary 

Inempolidis, Evelyn 

Kazolis, Koula 

Lianos, Will and Kim 

Panson, Anthony and Julia 

Pervanis, Koula 

Politis, Dean L.  

Tapazoglou, Nicolaos and Christine 

 

Elmira, NY St. Athanasios 

Scott, Fr. Richard 

 

Farmington Hills, MI, Holy Cross 

Holy Cross Parish 

Holy Cross Philoptochos 

Holy Cross GOYA 

Hountalas, Fr. Dean and Presbytera Olga 

Anonymous 

Casoglos, Thomas and Mary 

George, John and Debbie 

Hountalas, Chris 

Katsias, George and Irene 

Shukla, Margarita  

Zervos, George and Lisa 

 

Fort Wayne, IN, Holy Trinity 

Baker, John and Konstantina 

Maggos, Eleftherios and Paraskevi 

Rongos, Christopher and Katherine 

Swift, Thomas 

 

Grand Blanc, MI, Assumption 

Assumption Parish 

Maggos, Fr. Angelo and Presbytera Teri 

Daughters of Penelope #242 

Chinonis, Dennis and Debra 

Chinonis, John and Linda 

Hountalas, Dimitri and Brittany 

Hountalas, John and Tasia 

Hountalas, Yanni 

Kalatzis, Athena 

Kallis, Agape 

Kaloydis, John and Karen 

Karabina, Ruth 

Kontorousis, Dimitre and Jacqueline 

Photiou, Lucas and Lori 

Potsos, Emanouil 

Yeotis, Catherine 

 

Grand Rapids, MI, Holy Trinity 

Berends, Fr. James and Presbytera Anne 

Bogdan, Fr. James and Presbytera Joan 

Cassis, Deacon George and Diaconissa Vicki 

Afendoulis, Angelynn 

Dimitriou, Angelo and Patsy 

Georgeson, Menas and Frosene 

Nicholas, James 

Petricevic Family 

 

Ithaca, NY, St. Catherine 

Bantuvanis, Ann 

Bezirganian, John 

 

Jamestown, NY, St. Nicholas 

Russell, Fr. Jarrod 

Cheronis, James and Christine 

Christ, Terry and Joanne 

Gedz, Basil  

Piaschyk, Damian and Sabrina 

Theofilactidis, George and Kathy 

Turner, Bill and Angie 

 

Kalamazoo, MI, Annunciation 

Annunciation Parish 

Annunciation Philoptochos 

Theoharis, Fr. Theoharis 

Doe, Joseph and Alice 

Ingalls, Robert and Andriana 

 

Lansing, MI, Holy Trinity 

Holy Trinity Parish 

Holy Trinity Philoptochos 

Sietsema, Fr. Mark and Presbytera Kathy 

Brown, Alex and Mary 

Hillary, Charles and Nadean 

Karagoulis, Michael and Lynne  

Munk, Jerry and Jan 

Pascalenos, Olga 

 

Lexington, KY, Panagia Pantovasilissa 

Panagia Pantovasilissa Parish 

Redmon, Fr. William and Presbytera 

 Elizabeth 

Sicoe, Fr. Cosmin and Presbytera Mihaela 

Arimes, Vickie 

Karounos, Dennis and Chrisi 

Kiriacopoulos, Ken and Mary 

Sawaya, Peter and Kallie 

Thompson, John and Christina 

 

Little Rock, AR, Annunciation 

Annunciation Parish 

Verdaris, Fr. Nicholas and Presbytera Maria 

Harb, Ron and Joyce 

Pappas, James and Eva 

Vratsinas, Gus and Irene 

 

Louisville, KY, Assumption 

Assumption Philoptochos 

Boukis, Fr. Jon and Presbytera Doreece 

Wingenbach, Fr. Gregory 

Blackford, Charles and Patricia 

Dobson, John 

Makris, Mary 

Sharish, Mary 

 

Marquette, MI, Assumption 

Wainio, Paul and Katherine 

 

Memphis, TN, Annunciation 

Annunciation Parish 

Annunciation Philoptochos 

Thomas, Fr. Simon and Presbytera Stephanie 

Bitinis, Demetra 

Kay, John and Nancy 

Poplos, Theodore and Stephanie 

 

Middletown, OH, Sts. Constantine and Helen 

Sts. Constantine and Helen Parish 

 

Muskegon, MI, Annunciation 

Annunciation Parish 

Sakellariou, Fr. John and Presbytera Pavlina 

Encelewski, Christine Danigelis 

Ladas, Paul and Patricia 

Micheil, Richard and Teresa 

 

Nashville, TN, Holy Trinity 

Hohnholt, Fr. Gregory and Presbytera Sofia 

Anderson, George and Lee Ann 

Delvizis, Michael and Rebecca 

Gaddis, Jim and Tasoula 

Gore, James and Stacy 

Harman, Todd and Dawn 

Lamberson, Lambert and Helen 

McNeil, Larry 

Miller, John M. 

Rogers, Helen and Larry Kamm 

Taras, Nicholas and Donna 

 

Nashville, TN, St. John Chrysostom 

Turner, Fr. Parthenios and Presbytera Marion 

Courington, Christopher and Shelley 

Marchetti, John A. 

Pittman, Michael  

Waggoner, Michael and Kari 
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New Buffalo, MI, Annunciation - Agia 

Paraskevi 

Annunciation-Agia Paraskevi Parish 

Martin, Fr. Paul and Presbytera Nikki 

Kerhoulas, Mike and Louisa 

 

Plymouth, MI, Nativity of the Virgin Mary 

Marcus, Fr. Nicholas and Presbytera Liza 

Christy, Perry T. 

Demetriou, Cleo 

Jenaras, Katherine 

Nichoff, Sofia 

Randall, Michael and Anne 

Stassinos, Lambros and Helen 

The Greek Soul 

Tzilos, Golfo 

 

Rochester, NY, Annunciation 

Mot, Fr. Catalin and Presbytera Felicia 

Breit, David and Maria 

Gines, George and Maria 

Gines, Peter 

Stathopoulos, Demetrios and Doris 

Stefanou, Dimitri and Maja 

Stefanou, Gus 

 

Rochester, NY, Holy Spirit 

Holy Spirit Parish 

Marcantoni, Fr. Michael and Presbytera 

 Katherine 

Georgantas, Irene 

Gesell, Melody 

Pappas, James and Karen 

 

Saginaw, MI, St. Demetrios 

St. Demetrios Parish 

Cook, Fr. Timothy and Presbytera Catherine 

Bistolarides, Fr. Peter and Presbytera Peggy 

Ahejew, Petro and Sandra 

Bazakis, Andrew and Ann 

Caldwell, Larry and Peggy 

Economou, Lou and Soula 

Houpis, Evan 

Metropoulos, Katherine 

Ostler, Dennis and Soula 

Rouman, George and Francis 

Siradakis, Eftihios and Beverly 

Stamas, Jim and Marsha 

Ulmer, George and Virginia 

Zubulake, George 

 

Sault Ste Marie, MI, St. George 

Cristof, Nelu 

 

Smiths Creek, MI, Holy Trinity Monastery 

Abbot Joseph and Monastic Community 

 

Southgate, MI, St. George  

St. George Parish 

St. George Philoptochos 

Cook, Fr. Anthony and Presbytera Elizabeth 

Karamanos, Fr. Philemon and Presbytera 

 Helen 

Barnett, Karen Armelagos 

Colovos, Bill  

Constantakis, Clarence R. 

Diamantis, John and Christin 

Dionyssopoulos, Stavros and Eleni 

Galanis, Sam J. 

Kiousis, Sam 

Kircos, Angelo and Sophia 

Kircos, David 

Kircos, Lazaros and Paula 

Kontos, Chris and Frances 

Kontos, John and Marika 

Kotronis, George 

Kozaitis, Mina  

Liakos, Michael and Karen 

Makarounas, Panormitis and Koula 

Minton, Nicholas 

Moody, Rick and Kim 

Nanos, In Memory of Spyridon and Vasiliki 

Tougas, Christian and Lauren 

Vougiouklakis, Peter and Christina 

 

Springfield, OH, Assumption 

Assumption Parish 

Rusu, Fr. Dumitru and Presbytera Luiza 

Lagos, James H. Company, Inc. 

Lagos, Thomas and Matina 

Loukoumidis, Dimitrios and Despina 

 

St. Clair Shores, MI, Assumption 

Assumption Parish 

Assumption Philoptochos 

Assumption Choir 

Varlamos, Fr. Michael and Presbytera Tina  

Brennan, Stephanie 

Dallas, John and Beth 

Gaggos, George and Anna 

Jordan, Thomas G. 

Kohl, David and Chrysanthe 

Malian, Alexander 

Stoukas, Harriet 

Tsangalias, Steve and Joann 

Voudoukis, Ignatios 

Zingas, Christopher and Marsha 

 

Sterling Heights, MI, St. John 

St. John Parish 

St. John Philoptochos 

St. John Choir 

St. John GOYA 

Kyritses, Fr. Nicholas  

George, Christian 

George, John and Marlo 

George, Jordan 

Kotsis, Andrew and Irene 

Kotsis, Damian and Anastasia 

Kotsis, Harry and Katherine 

Lionas, James and Helene 

Raphtis, Mike and Betty 

Salonikas, George and Niki 

Souris, Bernice 

Tangalos, John and Mary 

Tangalos, Theodore and Mary 

 

Syracuse, NY, St. Sophia 

St. Sophia Parish 

Smith, Fr. David and Presbytera Donna 

Copanas, Michael 

Ganotis, John 

Kane, Maria N.  

Macris, James 

Nicholas, Mary T. 

Theodore, Dorothea 

Theodore, Eleanor 

 

Toledo, OH, Holy Trinity Cathedral 

Holy Trinity Philoptochos 

Legakis, Fr. Larry and Presbytera Jennifer 

Anagnos, Joyce 

Biernacki, Gerald and Pauline 

Photos, Thomas 

Yakumithis, Dean and Yanna 

 

Traverse City, MI, Archangel Gabriel 

Archangel Gabriel Philoptochos 

Streza, Fr. Ciprian and Presbytera Sinziana 

Partlo, Douglas 

Sobkowski, Nikoletta 

Underwood, Robert and Theresa 

 

Troy, MI, St. Nicholas  

St. Nicholas Parish 

Dorozenski, Fr. Stratton and Presbytera 

 Denise 

Dalamangas, Fr. Chris and Presbytera Niki  

Arsman, Steve and Anita 

Chalker, Jess and Patty 

Crosson, Patrick and Cindy 

In Loving Memory of Thomas D. and Beck 

 Demery 

Feles, Anne 

Karmanos, Peter and Danialle 

Katsimbaris, Ioannis and Andrea 

Lafter, Mary 

Mickey, Cynthia 

Mortis, George and Hionia 

Robert, Kevin and Christine 

The T. K. Zampetis Family Foundation 

Xydas, Spiros 

Zotos, Gregory 

 

Vestal, NY, Annunciation 

Annunciation Parish 

Bahlatzis, Fr. Michael and Presbytera 

 Kimberly 

Gianakouros, Harry and Katie 

 

Watertown, NY, St. Vasilios 

St. Vasilios Parish 

 

Westland, MI, Sts. Constantine and Helen 

Sts. Constantine and Helen Parish 

Petrutiu, Fr. Teodor and Presbytera Roxana 

Angelopoulos, Ioannis and Aspasia 

Avdoulos, John and Yiota 

Katsarelas, Sophie 

Lembesis, Dino 

Livanos, Demetrios and Connie 

Sudia, Alex and Arlene 

 

Other Friends 

Radulescu, Deacon Alexandru and 

 Diaconissa Silvana 

AHEPA, Omega Chapter #371 

Gabriel, Jerry and Katie 

In Memory of Beck Demery 

Koutsoukos, Maria 

Metropolis of Detroit Philoptochos 

Mid Eastern Federation of Greek Orthodox 

Church Musicians - MEFGOX  

Orthodox Christian Women of Michigan 

  

Thank You! 
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Photo Highlights 

Metropolis Open House 
Metropolis of Detroit, Troy, MI 

December 3 

St. Spyridon Liturgy 
St. Spyridon Chapel, Troy, MI 

December 12 

Christmas Eve Liturgy 
Assumption Church, St. Clair Shores, MI 

December 24 

Theophany Liturgy 
Holy Cross Church, Farmington Hills, MI 

January 6 

Ordination - Father Alex Radulsecu 
St. Nicholas Church, Ann Arbor, MI 

January 20 

Greek Orthodox Youth Olympics 
Holy Trinity Church, Grand Rapids, MI 

January 27-28 

http://photos.detroit.goarch.org/2017/Syracuse-Centennial
http://photos.detroit.goarch.org/2017/AHEPA-371-Rededication
http://photos.detroit.goarch.org/2017/Clergy-Laity
http://photos.detroit.goarch.org/2017/Lexington-Thyranixia
http://photos.detroit.goarch.org/2017/Rochester-Centennial
http://photos.detroit.goarch.org/2017/Nashville-Centennial
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THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF 
THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF DETROIT 

Thank You! 
You made a tremendous impact in our Metropolis of Detroit 

for the year 2017.  Because of your love and support for the 

Friends of the Metropolis program, we have been able to fully 

fund the continued operation and ministries of our 

Metropolis.  Please know that the Metropolis of Detroit has 

always had an open financial accounting of our income and 

expenses. 

Every gift to our Metropolis has been spent in accordance 

with the needs, work, and ministry of our Office for the 

benefit of our Parishes, our Clergy, our Faithful, and all of our 

individual ministries 

If you are getting ready to give a donation for the 2018 

Friends of the Metropolis program, please remember how 

your donations are used:  

❖ YOU made it possible for Metropolitan Nicholas to 

accept Archbishop Demetrios’ request for him to be the 

Metropolitan Locum Tenens of Chicago; 

❖ YOU have helped us to pay all the normative operational 

expenses of the Metropolis Office including:  building 

maintenance and repair; heat; lights; postage; 

technology; and supplies; 

❖ Through YOUR support, Metropolitan Nicholas was able 

to attend the meeting of the Eparchial Synod with the 

Ecumenical Patriarch in August; 

❖ YOU have made it possible to cover the travel expenses 

incurred during our pastoral visitations to the Metropolis 

parishes; 

❖ YOU helped make certain that we are able to contribute 

to student loan payments for our clergy and church 

workers who graduated from the Hellenic College/Holy 

Cross and serve in our Metropolis parishes; 

❖ YOU have assured that there is a summer youth camp 

available to all of our young people; 

❖ YOU helped support the annual regional youth lenten 

retreats; 

❖ YOU have been the helping hands who gave through our 

office to those in need of shelter, clothing, food, and 

medical supplies; 

❖ YOU helped us upgrade our technology systems so that 

live video conference calls can include clergy and faithful 

from Arkansas to New York; 

❖ YOU have made it possible for us at the Metropolis to 

repair the water leaks in the basement of our Metropolis 

Office; 

❖ YOU helped us donate money to rebuild the Ionian 

Village; 

❖ YOU helped Metropolitan Nicholas assist people in 

emergency situations in need of financial support; 

Thank you for your great stewardship!   

God be praised! 

Credit Card # 

Name 

Address 

Parish 

E-mail 

Signature 

Exp. 

Method of Payment: 

Donate: 

$25 $50 $100 $250 $500 $1,000 Other 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

FRIENDS DONATION COUPON Mail this coupon to: 

METROPOLIS OF DETROIT  

2560 CROOKS ROAD 

TROY, MI  48084 

CVC# 

Money Order 

Check payable to the METROPOLIS OF DETROIT 

Credit Card 

City/State 

Phone 

City State Zip 

Total $ 

Dear Friends of the Metropolis 

mailto:office@detroit.goarch.org
http://www.detroit.goarch.org
mailto:editor@detroit.goarch.org
http://www.detroit.goarch.org/subscribe.html
https://www.facebook.com/goaDetroit
https://twitter.com/MODYouthOffice
https://www.pinterest.com/detroity2am/
https://plus.google.com/+GreekOrthodoxMetropolisofDetroitTroy?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/metropolisofdetroit/videos
http://photos.detroit.goarch.org/
https://apple.news/TvknEAFiTSD6yP17ulblvQw
https://soundcloud.com/metropolisofdetroit

