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support.  Please keep current with the events in Crete at 

www.orthodoxcouncil.org.   

Rejoice! For the Orthodox family is together again after 

over a thousand years without a reunion.  And again I say, 

Rejoice! For Christ is Risen! Truly the Lord is Risen!  

METROPOLITANS MESSAGE 

BELOVED FAITHFUL IN THE LORD, 

Christ is Risen!  Truly He is Risen! 

Our Paschal greeting is so simple: 

the words are few and easy to 

understand.  Yet these brief 

utterances are the cornerstone of 

our Faith. The Lord has conquered 

Death, and in this victory all 

Creation is renewed, and every 

facet of our life is transformed and 

transfused with Light and Grace, as we are changed from 

glory to glory (2 Cor. 3:18).   

It is a paradox of Orthodoxy that the Church which never 

changes is always undergoing change in Christ.  Indeed, a 

great change is imminent.  This summer²after some 13 

centuries apart²the fullness of the Orthodox Church will 

gather together in Crete for the convening of the Great 

and Holy Council.  It is a day long hoped for in the hearts 

of the faithful.   

Think for a moment: can you imagine what it would be 

like if you hadnt been together with your family and 

friends for ǫve, ten, or ǫfteen years?  Consider then how 

momentous this Great and Holy Council is.   After more 

than a millennium, the Orthodox family of faith will come 

together in Crete for an oǮcial meeting as the 

representatives of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 

Church.  While it is true that in the early history of the 

Church, every bishop could attend the Council, today 

there will be a maximum of 24 bishops from every 

universally recognized autocephalous Church at the 

gathering in Crete.  From our Archdiocese, the oǮcial 

members of the Great Council include:  Archbishop 

Demetrios of America, Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver, 

Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, Metropolitan Gerasimos 

of San Francisco, and myself. 

A family gathering ¤ what could be more simple and 

ordinary?  And yet, like our Paschal greeting, this meeting 

is at the same time also something profound and 

precious.   As we travel to Crete to assemble with the 

family of the Church, we ask for your prayers and your 

METROPOLITANS CALENDAR 

Calendar Updates: 
www.detroit.goarch.org/calendar 

¥NICHOLAS 
Metropolitan of Detroit 

JUNE 

MAY26 
JUN 3 

Ecumenical Patriarchate  
Synod Meeting 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Istanbul, Turkey 

5 ° Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
° Leadership 100 Dinner 

° St. Nicholas, Ann Arbor, MI 
° Troy, MI 

9 Holy Ascension St. Spyridon Metropolis Chapel 

11-28 Holy & Great Council  
of the Orthodox Church 

Crete, Greece 

AUGUST 

6 Holy Transǫguration Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy 

Metro Detroit Area 

7 Divine Liturgy Metro Detroit Area 

21 Divine Liturgy TBD 

AUG25 
SEP 3 

Ecumenical Patriarchate  
Synod Meeting 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Istanbul, Turkey 

JULY 
JUN 30 
JUL 8 

43rd Biennial Clergy-Laity 
Congress 

Nashville, TN 

9-16 Ecumenical Patriarchate  
Synod Meeting 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Istanbul, Turkey 

17 Divine Liturgy Metro Detroit Area 

21 Metropolis of Detroit Summer 
Camp Visitation 

Rose City, MI 

24 Pastoral Visitation St. Nicholas, Jamestown, NY 

27-28 St. Nicholas Summer Camp 
Visitation 

NaCoMe Camp, Pleasantville, TN 

30-31 Pastoral Visitations ° St. George, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
° Archangel Gabriel, Traverse City, MI 

http://www.orthodoxcouncil.org
http://www.detroit.goarch.org/calendar.html
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His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas had recently been appointed by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew to represent him in Russia for the Nameday celebration of Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia.  

On Tuesday, May 24, 2016, after co-celebrating the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius (May 11 in the old calendar), His Holiness Patriarch Kirill met with Metropolitan Nicholas at the Patriarchal 
chambers of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior in Moscow.  Metropolitan Nicholas was accompanied by Fr. Teodor 
Petrutiu, Protopesbyter of the Ecumenical Throne and Priest of the Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in Westland, 
Michigan. 

Metropolitan Nicholas delivered the congratulatory Message of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to Patriarch 
Kirill. Also discussed at the meeting was the forthcoming Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church to be held 
this year in Crete.  

Photos from the Liturgy: www.mospat.ru/en/2016/05/24/news131979 

Video clip from the Liturgy:  https://youtu.be/sqfPOdl_J5I  

Article source: www.mospat.ru/en/2016/05/25/news132025, accessed on May 25, 2016. 

METROPOLIS NEWS 

METROPOLITAN NICHOLAS REPRESENTING ECUMENICAL 
PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW AT THE NAMEDAY CELEBRATION 
OF PATRIARCH KIRILL OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA 
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