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METROPOLITAN­S MESSAGE 

BELOVED FAITHFUL IN THE LORD, 

Christ is Risen!  Truly He is Risen! 

It is with great joy that I greet you in 

the Resurrected Lord.  Although 

sometimes we have the impression 

that our Christian celebration of 

Pascha is just for Christians ± 

please be assured that the Lord­s 

resurrection from the dead 

provided a gateway to life for all of 

humanity.  It is His voluntary death 

and cruciǫxion that has fulǫlled the 

penalty of sin for humanity.  But we, as people of free 

will, must also choose to live by the Lord­s teachings in 

order to receive the full measure of blessing. 

For this reason, I would like us all to begin to see 

ourselves anew in the light of Christ­s resurrection from 

the dead.  Stop and think how the reality of God­s love for 

us has changed us.  Consider the fact that as Christians 

we are made more alive because of Jesus­s death and 

resurrection.  Through the strength of His love for us, we 

are certain that there are no obstacles that can hold us 

back from Divine Love.  And so it becomes necessary for 

us all to begin to stop looking at ourselves as the 

ultimate source of truth and power ± and to focus on 

Christ! 

If our Lord was able to forgive those who cruciǫed Him, 

who are we to hold a grudge against another?  If Jesus 

was able to welcome the stranger, to sit with the sinner, 

and feed the hungry ± who are we to refuse to help those 

who are in need of God­s love and compassion.  At this 

Eastertide, I pray that we will all accept our calling to 

become more like Christ, in Whom we breathe and live 

and have our very being.  Christ is Risen!  Truly He is 

Risen!  

APRIL 
3 Pastoral Visitation Holy Trinity Church 

Fort Wayne, IN 

9 Funeral of Georgia Nicholas Holy Trinity Church 
Grand Rapids, MI 

9-10 Southern Area GOYA Lenten 
Retreat 

Holy Trinity Church 
Nashville, TN 

12-14 Holy Eparchial Synod Meeting Archdiocesan Center 
New York, NY 

16-22 Ecumenical Patriarchate Synod 
Meeting 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Istanbul, Turkey 

23 Lazarus Saturday Liturgy St. George Church 
Southgate, MI 

24 Palm Sunday Liturgy & 
Ordination to Diaconate of 
Scott O­Rourke 

Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Toledo, OH 

 6p Bridegroom Service Assumption Church 
Grand Blanc, MI 

25 HOLY MONDAY 
6:30p Bridegroom Service 

Holy Trinity Church 
Lansing, MI 

26 HOLY TUESDAY 
7:30p Bridegroom Service 

Holy Cross Church 
Farmington Hills, MI 

27 HOLY WEDNESDAY 
¶4p Holy Unction Service 

¶7p Holy Unction Service 

Sts. Constantine & Helen Church 
Westland, MI 
Nativity of the Virgin Mary Church 
Plymouth, MI 

28 HOLY THURSDAY 
¶11a Vesperal Liturgy 

¶6:30p Gospels of the Passion 
Service 

 

Metropolis Chapel 
Troy, MI 
Assumption Church 
St. Clair Shores, MI 

29 HOLY FRIDAY 
¶Epitaphion Visitations 

¶7p Lamentations Service 

Metro Detroit Area 
Parishes 
Annunciation Cathedral 
Detroit, MI 

30 HOLY SATURDAY 
Proti Anastasi Liturgy 

St. Nicholas Church 
Ann Arbor, MI 

MAY 
1 HOLY PASCHA 

 
Agape Service 

St. John Church 
Sterling Heights, MI 
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church 
Westland, MI 

2 Feast of St. George St. George Church 
Bloomǫeld Hills, MI 

8 Pastoral Visitation Annunciation Church 
Muskegon, MI 

11-13 Archdiocesan Council Meeting Pittsburgh, PA 

14 Metropolis Oratorical Festival 
Metropolis Finals 

Assumption Church 
St. Clair Shores, MI 

15 Pastoral Visitation TBD 

20 Feast of Sts. Constantine & 
Helen Great Vespers 

Sts. Constantine & Helen Church 
Westland, MI 

21 Feast of Sts. Constantine & 
Helen Hierarchical Div. Liturgy 

Sts. Constantine & Helen Church 
Westland, MI 

22 Pastoral Visitation Sts. Constantine & Helen Church 
Middletown, OH 

26 -
JUNE 3 

Ecumenical Patriarchate Synod 
Meeting 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Istanbul, Turkey 

METROPOLITAN­S CALENDAR 

Calendar Updates: 
www.detroit.goarch.org/calendar 

¥NICHOLAS 
Metropolitan of Detroit 

http://www.detroit.goarch.org/calendar.html
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YOU MAY BE MOST FAMILIAR 
with how your choir and chanters 

serve your parish every Sunday. That 

is the most basic aspect of a church music ministry ± 

serving the parish, enhancing the worship of the 

congregation, and enriching the faithful through the 

hymnology of our church. Yet church musicians are also 

blessed by being part of a church music ministry network 

that extends all the way up to the Archdiocese. In this 

edition of the Shepard­s Staǩ, I describe how your church 

musicians and your parish are part of a much broader 

church music network and the beneǫts that brings.    

Most directly, church musicians serve in their 

own parishes. Ideally, we see a parish ǫlled with 

opportunities to hear, learn, and worship with the hymns of 

our faith ± did you realize that more than 90% of our Divine 

Liturgy is either sung or cantillated by the clergy, choir, 

and/or chanter? The choir, like the angels surrounding the 

throne of God, sings praises and supplications to God, the 

Theotokos, and the saints during each 

Divine Liturgy and for special services 

during the  church year and in the life of 

the faithful. Likewise, 

the chanters also 

present hymns, 

especially during 

Orthros and Vespers, 

and also for special 

feasts and occasions such as 

baptisms, weddings, and funerals. In 

addition, healthy churches recognize 

the importance of bringing children 

and young people into this musical and spiritual 

stewardship as they include hymnology in their Church 

School classes, sponsor a junior choir, and/or encourage 

young people to  sing in the choir or chant at the psalterion. 

Last, as more and more members of the congregation join 

in singing some of the hymns, parishioners become more 

engaged participants in services and the meaning of the 

prayers. Sustaining and building these local ministries are 

important functions of a parish for they all serve 

educational purposes, enhance the worship experience, 

and create for the future.  

The second level of the church music network occurs at the 

Metropolis level. Here, the Mid-Eastern Federation of Greek 

Orthodox Church Musicians (MEFGOX) provides resources 

and leadership to support the work of local parishes and 

their church musicians. For the past 69 years, as the oldest, 

continuous church music federation in the Archdiocese, 

MEFGOX has served and supported its two Metropolises, 

Detroit and Pittsburgh, through sponsoring  workshops and 

Church Music Institutes, awarding scholarships, publishing 

newsletters, and providing communication, information, 

and technical assistance to the parishes, all designed 

to support and improve local church music 

programs. Through a stewardship program, 

each parish is represented and is able to 

receive the beneǫts of the Federation­s 

resources. This summer, MEFGOX will hold its 

annual convention in Nashville and also will provide the 

core of the choir that will sing during the Divine Liturgy of 

the Clergy-Laity Congress, marking the ǫrst time the newly

-approved English text will be used in the liturgical hymns. 

A third level of networking occurs through 

the National Forum of Greek Orthodox 

Church Musicians, the oǮcial arm of 

the Archdiocese charged with 

development of the church music 

ministry .Each Metropolis Federation 

is integral to the governance structure 

of the Forum, and participates in its 

activities and decision-making. 

And last, through the rich and meaningful heritage of the 

sacred music of our Church, our church musicians reach out 

to God, singing His praises, seeking His blessings, and 

learning His statutes. 

®Nothing elevates the soul, nothing 

gives it wings, as a liturgical hymn 

does¯ (St. John Chrysostom) 

MEFGOX NEWS 
By Vicki Pappas (President) 


